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\LOTHING AND BEDDING NEEDED 


‘Church World Service recently has 
Ysued an appeal for large quantities of 
Jothing and bedding this summer. We 
He informed that the need for all kinds 
} clothing is great in China, Europe, 
| orea, Burma, and the Holy Land. 

Now is the time to share 
That others may wear 
And be warm. 


Send clothing and bedding prepaid 

to your nearest Church World Service 
| center together with 8 cents per pound 
for overseas transportation costs. 


| 
Church World Service Centers 


214 East 21st Street 
New York 10, N. Y. 


c-o Pacific Ports Industries, Inc. 
100 Brannan Street 
San Francisco 7, Calif. 


New Windsor, Md. 


510 South Elm Avenue 
Webster Groves 19, Mo. 


CABINS — ROW ON ROW 


At the top of the mountain well above 
ne railroad tracks, stand cabins row on 
bw. They belong to Pennsylvania miners 
whom there are many. 
| But why, with the miners at work at 
)p-notch wages do they and their families 
eed to live in hovels? Where does their 
noney go? Do the unions and mine- 
perator-owned facilities get a big share 
f it? 
| Or, are the miners and their families 
mntented with their status quo? Are they 
appier in their present habitat? Would 
hey enjoy improved living conditions? 
If improvement is to be made, how is it 
» be brought about? 
‘Is this not a responsibility of the mine 
jperators, the unions, the miners them- 
elves? 
sade by these, ought not some welfare 
izency undertake the task? 
| That sight on the mountain rim will 
nger long in our memory — those miners’ 
vbins, row on row. 


And, if no progressive move is 
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THE THORNGATES ARRIVE 


Dozens of ships arrive and leave Ho- 
boken, N. J., with less than passing notice 
from the most of us who live within 
twenty-five miles of the pier. Yet, when 
friends and loved ones are expected, the 
keenest interest is in evidence. 


The docking of the Nieuw Amsterdam 
on Wednesday morning, June 28, took on 
added significance not only for close friends 
but for the entire Seventh Day Baptist 
denomination. The Thorngates were listed 
as passengers! The corresponding secre- 
tary of the Missionary Society had an- 
nounced early that he and another mem- 
ber of the Missionary Board probably 
would be on hand to meet them. Plain- 
field friends began early to check the news- 
papers for steamship docking schedules. 
Phone calls to the Holland-American Lines 
gave added information and assurance. 
Much effort was put forth to secure passes 
for members of the family who might 
come. 


Three of Dr. and Mrs. George Thorn- 
gate’s sons and a granddaughter — Briar, 
David, Philip, and Linda — reached Plain- 
field Tuesday afternoon in anticipation of 
meeting their parents and grandparents. 


The morning arrived The boat docked 
at seven instead of eight o'clock. There 
was plenty of time, however. Customs 
had to be cleared. Besides, first class pas- 
sengers disembarked first. At 9:55 a.m. 
someone cried, Here they come! Wooden 
fence palings did not deter warm greetings. 
Very soon we moved to an unfenced area 
of the covered pier where Mrs. Thorngate 
answered many questions while Dr. Thorn- 
gate and their sons took charge of their 
baggage. 

In addition to the members of the im- 
mediate family, Rev. David S. Clarke and 
Ben Utter of Westerly, R. I., and seven 
friends and a nephew of Dr. Thorngate, 
Kirk Clapper, of Plainfield, N. J., were 


privileged to welcome the Thorngates. 


Dr. and Mrs. Thorngate appear well. 
We hope that they feel as well as they 
appear. We rejoice with their loved ones 
and many friends that they are in the 
United States for several months at least. 
We look forward to reading more of the 
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China Mission work in the missions section 
of the Sabbath Recorder and of hearing 
firsthand from our Chinese brothers and 
sisters. 


“OUR CHURCH ; 
AND THE COMMUNITY” 


The sessions of the Eastern Seventh Day 
Baptist Association were centered about 
the theme, “Our Church and the Com- 
munity.” Meeting with the Plainfield 
Church for its one hundred twelfth annual 
session, June 9-11, 1950, the services on 
Friday evening and all day Sabbath were 
held at Plainfield, and at the invitation of 
the Piscataway Church at New Market, 
the Sunday morning session was held there. 


The association opened with an organ 
vesper presented by Howard S. Savage, 
organist of the Plainfield Church. 


Rev. William J. Kimshel, pastor of the 
Pine Street Gospel Chapel, Middletown, 
Conn., conducted the opening devotional 
service. With the singing of gospel songs, 
the reading of John 4: 4-26, appropriate 
brief remarks, and prayer by Brother Kim- 
shel, we were convinced that the Holy 
Spirit was present. 


President Ernest White in his address 
said: “We are living in a transitional and 
not a traditional period of history... . 
The advances of the age have broyght 
about many changes.” “What can we 
better do to meet today’s challenge?” in 
quired the speaker. “The Church is not 
responsible for the hot or cold war or 
for tensions in the management-labor situa- 
tion, but the Church did not prevent these 
from happening,” he declared. Mr. White 
then urged that our Churches be alert to 
new ideas and techniques and seek ways 
of sharing “promising practices.” 

Rev. E. Wendell Stephan declared that 
the Christian Church must become the 
mightiest force in the world, as he wel- 
comed the delegates. 


In her response to the welcome, Mrs. 
Luther S. Davis said that coming to Plain- 
field was like coming home. “Home is a 
place to which we go with pleasure,” she 
remarked, and encouraged us to share the 
hope of a heavenly home. 


The association theme was developed in 


i 
three parts, namely: (1) Message; (2 
Method; (3) Hope. i 

Two sermons emphasized the Messag 
Duane L. Davis, delegate from the Centr) 
Association, preached Friday evening usit! 
as the text 1 John 3: 11, “For this is th 
message that ye heard from the beginnin| 
that we should love one another.” Re 
Charles H. Bond, pastor of the Pawcatud 
Church at Westerly, R. I., gave the Sa: 
bath morning sermon on the subject, “Ye 
Are a Debtor,” the text being from 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Roma 
(1: 14). 

The Method was brought to our ates 
tion through a panel discussion at t 
afternoon meeting under the leadership « 
Rev. David §. Clarke; and through a tal 
leau on the evening after the Sabbath, th 
characters of which were portrayed t 
the Shiloh young people under the dire 
tion of Rev. Lester G. Osborn. | 


The Hope was given prominent pla 
on Sunday morning in the sermon of Re: 
W. Allen Bond, delegate from the Sout! 
eastern Association, whose subject wa 


“The Church’s Message of Hope” ite 


on 1) Peter (1k 

The Sabbath morning worship was cor 
ducted by Rev. E. Wendell Stephan, past 
of the host Church. There were over 22 
people present. The afternoon devotion 
service was in charge of Rev. C. Rex Bu 
dick and that of Sabbath night was coi 
ducted by Rev. Kenneth A. Stickne 
Sunday morning, special prayer was mac 
by many for Maryann Maxson, your 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Paul L. Maxso: 
who was in the hospital with virus pne 
monia. We rejoice with Brother and Sist 
Maxson that God has blessed them at 
us through the prayers, skills, and care | 
many with Maryann’s slow yet sure f 
covery. 

The congregational singing and speci 
music were uplifting. The spiritual succe 
of the association was made much mo 
certain through worship and praise 
hymn and song. 


People eat and sleep even at meetin, 
of an association but not during the se 
sions, however. Often we take for grant 
the labors of local committees in this r 
spect. In addition to providing Sabbai 
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on and evening and Sunday noon meals, 
venty-three overnight guests were enter- 
ined in the homes of the Plainfield and 
Iscataway Church members. 
Great encouragement came at the busi- 
‘ss session Sunday morning with the re- 
Hrts of the officers and committee chair- 
n, the reports of delegates to sister 
ociations, the reading of letters from 
e Churches of the association, and also 
lose from sister associations. 
The Eastern Association will meet with 
fe Rockville, R. I, Seventh Day Baptist 
aurch in 1951, God willing. 
‘As we reflect upon the inspiration and 
llowship in Christ of these brief but 
ll days, we are convinced that the Church 
Ts become the community among quite 
“number of Seventh Day Baptists in the 
istern Association. . This also is true of 
e other associations across the land. 
eré remains the task of making more 
fective the message of Christ — the mes- 
fze that the Christian Church offers as 
fe hope of the world — by whatever 
tthods the Holy Spirit proposes. Our 
{rt is that of obedience as He points the 


Witor, the Sabbath Recorder, 

ear Friend: 

"To this family, who have tried to remain 
yal Seventh Day Baptists in a city with 
% Church of that denomination, the de- 


ouncil has been helpful. Some people 
#y, “There’s no ‘sech’ animal.” And we 
*y, Oh, yes, there is a Seventh Day Bap- 
ft denomination and it is a member of 

e Federal Council of Churches.” Meet- 
igs sponsored by the council have been 
Specially appreciated by us. The fact 
flat we work with other denominations is, 
@ our hearts, a satisfaction and a source of 
Sength. 

In Houston we have a federation of more 
fan a hundred garden clubs united to 
A ake Houston a more beautiful city. Our 
(vn neighborhood garden club sometimes 


(sagrees with actions of the federation and 


bs 


jls disapproved its leadership, but it can 
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always express itself and work for what- 
ever is being done which it feels is good. 
In the long range purpose of the federa- 
tion all agree. We can regret detours in 
reaching the goal and stand by to help 
rectify what we feel to be mistakes. Be- 
cause the federation represents so many 
women and neighborhoods, the city gov- 
ernment respects its requests and sugges- 
tions. 

I should think denominations could 
similarly co-operate in promoting the king- 
dom of God. We want the Seventh Day 
Baptist group to remain in the Federal 
Council. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. James I. Stillman. 

1510 Barbee, 

Houston 4, Tex., 
June 24, 1950. 


Dear Editor Warren: 


Having just read Rev. Lester G. Os- 
born’s “Do We Want Church Union?” 
in the June 19th Sabbath Recorder, I 
would like to make the following com- 
ments. 

Throughout the ages men have banded 
together for the common good. In ancient 
time it was for their mutual protection and 
preservation. Today men and nations are 
still banding together for protection or 
aggression. The situation has not changed. 
Indeed, the life of men and nations is more 
precarious today than it ever was. 

Having seen that there is a type of power 
in numbers, it is natural to suppose that 
the same degree of influence could be 
exerted by the union of all Christian 
Churches. Is not a Church of a thousand 
members more influential in a community 


than a Church of two hundred? 


It is true that the larger the nation, or 
the larger the Church, the greater the 
weight it lends to its environment. How- 
ever, we cannot measure the power of the 
Church by the same standards we use for 
nations. Nations influence people for the 
good of the nation. Churches should in- 
fluence people for their own good, and 
for the glory of the Lord. To the end, 
then, that all men may come to know Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified, organization is 
a secondary matter. In fact, the greater 
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the organization, the further from the sin- 
ner that group becomes. Can an organi: 
zation save a soul? no! It is only within 
the power of God to “wash us whiter than 
snow.” 

Do we presume that the strength of 
some earthly organization can supplant 
the power of God? Let us look to God, 
and repent of such a thought. 

If our difference is God’s Sabbath, and 
not a mere “Lord’s day,” let us spend our 
time, effort, and money teaching our youth 
and those about us that we think it makes 
a difference in God's sight. Then this 
distinction will become a monument to the 
world; but should we go with the crowd 
we will become hardly a pebble. 

I am not against co-operation, but I am 
against any and all organizational affilia- 
tions with first day groups; we are not 
first day in belief. Neither is it possible 
for any organization, irrrespective of size, 
to change the course of this world. Jesus 
Christ, Himself, came to save sinners, not 
the world. John 17: 9; 1 John 5: 19. 

... I feel so keenly in accord with 
Rev. Mr. Osborn, I could not help but add 
my comment on the subject. 

Yours in Christian service, 
Oscar A. Davis. 
1046 W. Taylor Street, 
Phoenix, Ariz., 
June 24, 1950. 


The Sabbath Recorder, 
Dear Sir: 

. Have appreciated the Recorder 
more each year, especially the recent issues 
where more are telling their views and 
why. 

Sincerely, 
Carl R. Maxson. 

Shore Road, 

Waterford, Conn. 


The Sabbath Recorder: 


Find enclosed check for renewal of my 
subscription to the Recorder. As far back 
as I can remember, it has been in our 
family. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Emma R. Jeffrey. 
4376 York Blvd., 
. Los Angeles, Calif. 


oie 
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THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 
By Rev. Leon M. Maltby 


When the Federal Council of th, 
Churches of Christ in America was O} 
ganized in September, 1905, Seventh De 
Baptists had five official representativy 
present who were favorably impressed wit, 
its motives and program. Our 1906 Yei}, 
Book shows their report and the vote 
the Conference to continue connecti¢ 
with the federation. Thus we becamf 
charter members with the double purpojps 
of being joined with the larger denominfi 
tions in common purpose and in keepirht 
this new federation from fostering Sunde 
legislation. bh 

Some of our leaders who were enthuth 
astic when the constitution was adopt 
have long since lost their enthusiasm. Xb 
one could predict at that time what tf 
net results would be one or two generation)! 
later. Who could say that the leaders 
would shift from orthodoxy to liberalisn 
Who could know that some of its agencil} 
would veer so far to the left in 30 yea}! 
that the United States Naval Intelligenk: 
would list the Federal Council as subveli 
sive, giving “aid and comfort to the Cori 
munist movement and party,” and furthhi 
calling it ‘ta large, radical, pacifist organ} 
zation — its leadership consisting of | 
small radical group which dictates its po} 
cies”? | 
In 1905 liberalism had not yet becorf 
popular, and Communism was scarceft 
thought of. When the Federal Coun 
leadership became and continued to | 
predominantly modernistic, it was inev}) 
able that serious question would arise |} 
our annual Conference as to whether }} 
‘not we should remain as members of 2 | 


council. For a generation and more, hone} 
Seventh Day Baptists have differed wide) 
in their evaluation of our membership 
the so-called “super Church.” Of cout] 
it is not wholly bad or there wouldn’t- 
so many good people connected with 
neither is it wholly good or there wouldi} 
be so many good people opposed to | 
Is it good for us? Can our influence frej 
within make the Federal Council bett 
or keep it from taking action detrimen 
to our denomination? Or, on the oth 
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lind, does the reputation of the Federal 
founcil besmirch our skirts to the extent 
tat our growth is hindered? Do we know 
‘4 many prospective Seventh Day Bap- 
‘ts become interested in our cherished 
ath because they read our name on the 
t and how many become interested 
trough our local Churches, personal work, 
id tracts only to turn the cold shoulder 
hen they discover that we are in the 
-Tderal Council? It is pretty difficult to 
10W. 


| ie do we remain in the council? One 
silason is the law of inertia whereby it is 
‘sier to sit still than to rouse ourselves 
4 take action. Let me illustrate. In Sep- 
limber, 1944, my AAA Battalion was 

toving by train from California to Texas 
via the weekend. It was my privilege and 
Yaty to try to hold religious services on 
» Nanday. In order not to offend non- ‘Prot 
» tants I would enter a coach and say, “In 
+) minutes there will be a Protestant serv- 
2 in the next car. All who wish to at- 
‘nd please move into the car ahead.” 
hen I would go forward and say, “In 
) minutes there will be a Protestant serv- 
ie in this car. -Those who do not wish 
yl) attend may move back one car.” It 
, a good share of the day to cover 
vat whole train with seven services. I 
ye2ed not tell you that very few men 
_oved either forward to hear the service 
<; backward to avoid hearing it. We have 
| foght to expect more interest than that 


iit) 


es I wonder how many of us have well- 
_.ought-out convictions for or against re- 
jaining in the Federal Council. The law 
inertia preserves the status quo. 


try few new members. The Southern 
laptists (second or third largest denomi- 
ation in America) have consistently re- 

Some denominations have 
"The great Northern Baptist 
‘/onvention remains in the council but has 
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strong interdenominational organizations 
have sprung up to challenge the claim of 
Federal Council leaders that the council 
represents the united voice of Protestant- 
ism in America. The National Association 
of Evangelicals had representatives of 60 
denominations at its constitutional conven- 
tion in 1943 (more than twice as many as 
are in the Federal Council)., Their aim is 
to give voice to the evangelical people and 
Churches who do not feel that the Federal 
Council can rightly speak for them. The 
American Council is a very vociferous 
opponent of the Federal Council. One 
inevitable result of all the movements men- 
tioned in this paragraph is that orthodox, 
evangelical men have become and will con- 
tinue to become a smaller and smaller mi- 
nority in the Federal Council. 


Seventh Day Baptists must ultimately 
face the above facts. We must face the 
fact also that historically we are founded 
upon a closer adherence to the inspired 
Word of God than is evidenced by the 
leaders in other denominations who have 
held positions of leadership in the Federal 
Council. (Scores of these leaders are 
members of Communist front organizations 
so listed by Attorney General Tom Clark 
and the Congressional:‘Committee on Un- 
American Activities.) Perhaps we need 
not worry too much about that, for we 
can expect the Federal Council to follow 
the trend of the times. When the labor 
unions, the universities (and the State De- 
partment) are purging pro-Communists, 
Church men of the Communist stamp may 
not achieve the most prominent positions. 
In our denomination there is a strong trend 
away from the Bible-denying liberalism 
that afflicted most denominations a few 
years ago. We believe that trend will 
grow. 


Our General Conference will withdraw 
from the Federal Council or its successor 
in due time. We make this as confidently 
as a Drew Pearson prediction. A majority 
of our intelligent, well-informed people 
will demand it. _We will never all be of 
exactly the same opinion because we do 
not have all the facts and do not see all 
that we have in the same light. But a 
majority of those who love the Word and 
the Sabbath truth it contains will soon be 
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AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT 
by the Executive Committee 
of the Federal Council 
(Unanimously Adopted on January 17, 1950.) 


We, the official representatives of the 
twenty-seven member-denominations in 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, make this statement of 
fact concerning recent misrepresentations 
of the council. 


The Federal Council is the. instrument 
through which the denominations them- 
selves work together in matters of common 
concern, and is not an independent body. 
An attack upon the council, accordingly, is 
essentially an attack not upon a separate 
organization but upon the denominations 
which comprise it and without which it 
would have no existence. 


Current misrepresentations picture the 
Federal Council as concerned only with 
issues that are the subject of debate in the 
economic and political world. The fact is, 
however, that for decades the council has 
been the agency for co-ordinating the evan- 
gelistic work of the member-denomina- 
tions and giving united leadership in such 
basic spiritual areas as the devotional life, 
Christian family life, pastoral counseling, 
the relation of religion and health, re- 
ligious broadcasting, and the development 
of inter-Church co-operation in local com- 
munities. Like its constituent denomina- 
tions, the council is also deeply concerned 
with the relationships of men to one an- 
other in the economic, industrial, inter- 
racial, and international realms. It can- 
not be otherwise if it is to bear witness 
to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour of 
the whole of man’s life. 


Current misrepresentations of the Fed- 
eral Council also picture it as standing for 
State Socialism and as tending toward 
Communism. These insinuations are false. 


convinced that we should withdraw. That 
will not be this year or next but it is 
sure to come. When it comes, some will 
be disappointed, but in our opinion, the 
cause we represent as Seventh Day Bap- 
tists will begin to show greater advance- 
ment. 
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The council has had a continuous conc« 
for social welfare prompted by the Chi 
tian conscience. It has championed hum 
freedom in every realm — the political a 
the economic as well as the religious — 
over against any regimented organizati 
of society or government. It has ne 
advocated the ownership of the means 
production and distribution by the Ste 
Working within the pattern of a f 
American economy, the council seeks 
correct conditions which would milit 
against the well-being of all and just 
for all. 

The council has explicitly and vigorou 
repudiated Communism as “atheistic in 
conception of ultimate reality,” “ma 
rialistic in its view of man and his destin 
and as “clearly opposed to Christianit 
It has also condemned the revolution: 
strategy of Communism as involving “ 
disregard of the sacredness of personal 
which is fundamental in Christianity.” 

The misrepresentations of the Fede 
Council include gravely and inexcusa 
erroneous statements at specific poi 
which could have been easily verified. 
is alleged, for example, that the Sox 
Ideals of the Churches, as published 
1932, demand “‘socialized medicine.” T 
is untrue. What they advocated \ 
simply “social insurance against sickn 
accident, want in old age, and unempl 
ment.” Insurance against the last three 
these four hazards is today accepted 
society without question. Some form 
public insurance against the hazard of 
ness, which is all that the Federal Cour 
has proposed, is no more “‘socialistic” 
“communistic” than the well-establisl 
insurance against the other hazards. 


In the misrepresentations of the Fede 
Council there are also unfair char 
against certain individuals who are alles 
to determine its policies. These char 
depend on such’ dishonest devices as « 
torting the meaning of quotations 
wresting them from their context or ci 
demning merely on the basis of incider 
or occasional association with others 
the past. Moreover, any citing of | 
expressions of a few individuals, even 
they were fairly presented, is an unju 
fied artifice since no individuals except : 
large group officially designated by | 
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mber-denominations decide its policies. 
ese representatives are men and women 
wide experience, not dupes to be led 
misled by an “inner circle.” 

The Federal Council, by reason of its 
ng a real federation, contains within 
lf a representative cross section of 
nty-seven denominations and therefore 
ludes Christian men and women who as 
zens hold different views on public ques- 
is. Through a thoroughly democratic 
cess, the council develops its program 
| policies on the basis of such unity as 
found in a common commitment to 
rist and a common effort to make His 
pel effective in the life of the world. 
e council has no “ism” to defend; it 
s have a central loyalty to Christ. It 
no politics; it does have a faith. In 
t loyalty and that faith it seeks first 
kingdom of God and His righteousness. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 
By Courtland V. Davis 


eventh Day Baptists have been allotted 
representatives in the forthcoming Con- 
uting Convention of the proposed Na- 
1al Council of the Churches of Christ 
the U.S.A. The constitutional pro- 
ons for denominational representation 
lude the following paragraph: 

‘All representatives of a communion 
ll be elected by that communion in such 
nner as it shall determine. Of the total 
nber of representatives at least one half 
ll be nominated by the boards and agen- 
; of that communion co-operating in 
work of the divisions of the council, 
such basis as the communion shall de- 
mine, having regard to the interests of 
several age groups and the various 
ctions of the council.” 

t will be noted that while representa- 
1 is provided for boards and agencies, 
ction is by the “communion” as a whole 
such basis as it shall determine. 

Inder the constitution, Seventh Day 
stists will have one member on the 
cutive Committee of the National 
uncil. 

seventh Day Baptist representation will 
Joubtedly be arranged for also in each 
the divisions, joint departments, and 


25 


commissions which are to be a part of the 
National Council organization. What that 
representation will be can only be esti- 
mated at this time as the proposed con- 
stitution provides that each division, joint 
department, and commission “may draw 
additional members from the members and 
staff of its corresponding Church agencies.” 

A recent release of the Planning Com- 
mittee for the National Council includes 
this paragraph: 

“Let it be clearly understood that the 
proposed National Council of Churches is 
not seeking to achieve any form of organic 
union between sovereign denominations. 
This is not a proposal for the merger of 
denominations but for the merger of exist- 
ing interdenominational agencies, each of 
which is predicated on the existence of 
separate denominations. The National 
Council of Churches proposes channels of 
co-operation, not organic union, as far 
as denominations are concerned. How- 
ever, it does propose the actual merger of 
national interdenominational agencies. It 
is recognized that we are divided denomi- 
nationally but there is no reason why. we 
need to be divided interdenominationally! 
With complete mutual respect for differ- 
ences in the field of Faith and Order, it 
behooves us to develop the most efficient 
channels possible for co-operation in the 
field of Christian Life and Work.” 


LEWIS CAMP 
Ashaway, R. I. 
July 18-27, 1950 
Ages 12-18 


HELP WANTED 
We have a good position open for 
a young woman with knowledge 
of shorthand and typing to take 


over our “denominational desk.” 
If interested, write 


L. H. NORTH, Mgr. 
Box 868 Plainfield, N. J. 


BAPTISM 
By Brother A. Hennig 


(Sermon preached at the Seventh Day Baptist 
Conference in Hamburg, Germany, 
October 9, 1949.) 


The baptism is foretold in the Old Testa- 
ment. 1 Peter 3: 18-21. 


This Scripture raises a question con- 
cerning Noah’s faith in its relation to 
baptism which was to be revealed. At first 
we will have to put the question of the 
relation of worth between water and faith 
in the care of the way of salvation. Noah’s 
contemporaries are described to us in verse 
20. They had heard of the menacing dan- 
ger but they did not attend God’s warning. 
Matthew 24: 39. Noah and his family 
only did so in faith. Their deliverance 
was exclusively God’s mercy. However, 
it required the faith of Noah and his 
family, the personal working and entering 
the ark. The means of their salvation was 
not the water but the ark only. The water 
merely carried the ark. Round about was 
water enough, but no possibility of salva- 
tion since the ark was missing. Moses was 
saved by a minor ark, too. 

The gospel will show us the real ark 
to be Christ’s Cross, saving us from de- 
struction of the flood of sin. The crucified 
Christ, speaking .on the cross, said, “It is 
finished.” No other name is given to us 
for salvation than the name of Jesus Christ. 
Actsv4n12, 

1 Peter 3: 21 will lead us back to verse 18: 
“For Christ also hath once suffered for 
sins.” There we are shown the only 
reason for our salvation. To that is tied 
the condition of the blessing of baptism: 
of the desire following the faith of “a 
good conscience toward God.” In Jesus 
Christ’s command of baptism we read: 
“But he that believeth not shall be 
damned” — even if he is baptized. Water 
without faith means damnation only. 
There is no true salvation through baptism 
without the Spirit of God — active faith. 
“For whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 
Romans 14: 23. 

According to 1 Peter 3: 21, the effect 
of the blessing of baptism will not be a 
moral purifying bath but the answer of 
a good conscience toward God, established 
by the blood of Jesus Christ by virtue 
of His resurrection. 
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Regarding the Biblical doctrine abot 
baptism, above all the principle that Chri 
has established, as set forth in John 6: 6 
must not be overlooked: “The words thi 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and the 
are life” after having said in verse 
“Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of ma 
and drink his blood, ye have no life ; 
you.” This “hard” saying was not has 
at all if His hearers would have referre 
to verse 63, “the words... are spirit, af 
they are life.” That is a decisive, tren¢ 
ant relinquishment of Jesus Christ to F 
mechanic-magic effect of sacrament. Th 
is valid for the baptism, too. § 


The essential, spiritual experience of | 
tism — the baptism of Christ into deat 
Romans 6: 3-8. ; 


For understanding this text we will r 
Matthew 20: 22, 23 and Luke 123 
The baptism Christ is speaking of here 
His suffering and dying, His death on 
cross. So this passage is leading us fro 
the court into the sanctuary of baptist 
Before the baptism of the gospel ou 
have been done the veil of His flesh 
to be torn, Hebrews 10: 20. Before Chris 
death baptism is without essential co 
tents, and before Whitsuntide it shall n 
step into force, for the Spirit of 
glorifying Christ in men’s hearts may 

der alive the essence of baptism. 

The baptism of the gospel may not 
separated from Christ’s baptism into de 
In this only baptism assumes its charact 
zation as a sign of seal and confessi¢ 
Where belief in Christ has not prece 
it, baptism will be entirely worthle 
Christ’s baptism leads us firstly into Chri 
death. We are shown this distinctly 
the verses Romans 6: 3-8: “. . . were nt 


tized into his death” (v. 3), “. . . plant 
together in the likeness of his deatl 


(Vv, 5), “. 4. Our old man is crucified wi 


him” (v. 6), . . if we be dead wi 
Christ” (v. 8). i 
The question is about a spiritual pr 
ceeding, an inner proceeding. With 
this baptism of Christ there will not — 
any living. The sinner must be looki 
only at the finished work of Golgotha a1 
at the justice given to him. Romans 1: 1 
The Cross does not only say one has di 
for all, but we are to die with Hi 
This is the narrow gate of dying throu: 
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rich the Christians have to go. Many 
an is faithful to his opinion and rightly 
ptized, yet is not baptized for he leads 
before an open or concealed life of ego- 
n. How can one assert, as men some- 
nes do, that the water baptism is the 
\w birth? 

A life crucified with Christ only can 
| born again of the Spirit. John 3: 6 
ys, That which is born of the flesh is 
ish.” The old man is not able of repair, 
mnot be ennobled, he must enter into 
e death of Christ’s baptism, or into the 
ernal death. He that bends round or 
cilitates this condition alters the gospel. 
he Cross will remain the alpha and omega 
| our faith; on the platform of the vic- 
ry of Golgotha there will be a life of 
ctory, too. Romans 8: 1. 

hat does the Holy Scripture understand 
ider the “bath (washing) of regenera- 
in”? Titus 3: 5. 

‘This text does not refer to water bap- 
m. At first the question is about justice 
ected by faith: Bath of regeneration 
id renewing of the Holy Ghost. Here 
€ question is about the regeneration 
lling together with being filled with the 
oly Ghost. In the German translations 
is will be distinctly evident by the gram- 
atical endings. Also in the English trans- 
tion you can see in verse 6 there the 
ater is not spoken of, but there the Holy 
host is spoken of. 

The baptism spoken of is not to be 
aderstood as the “Bath of the New Birth.” 
When Jesus is speaking as recorded in 
ohn 3: 5, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
xcept a man be born of water and of the 
pirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
F God,” Ephesians 5: 26 will give us the 
<planation: “That he might sanctify and 
eanse it with the washing of water by 
1¢é word.” The Word of God possesses 
cleansing power. Therefore, Jesus says, 
ghn 15: 3, “Now ye are clean through 
ye word which I have spoken unto you.” 
y the word of truth God has begotten us 
ad has made of us new creatures. See 
imes 1; 18. 


Then we are justified before God and 
lay step to baptism with a good con- 
ience as a symbol that we have died 


(Continued on page 28) 
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OPEN LETTER 
To Each Pastor of a Church in the U.S.A.: 


Religion in the life of Americans ought 
to be of particular interest to every Chris- 
tian leader. At a time when all religion is 
being challenged both at home and abroad, 
by secularism and Communism, it gives 
one hope to know that during November, 
1950, there is to be another national em- 
phasis through mass communication media, 
including radio, television, outdoor posters, 
and the press. 

Again this nation-wide, simultaneous em- 
phasis will be known as Religion in Ameri- 
can Life. 


Once again — and this is the big news 
— The Advertising Council is giving its 
full support, which makes available an 
open channel to all forms of mass com- 
munication. 


Now that this important emphasis has 
such wide backing from national agencies, 
it is essential to have the very best kind 
of co-operation in every village, town, and 
city throughout the nation. 

Here is where you can help the most: 


November is a good time to hold your 
own Every Member Canvass, using the 
over-all national program for the inspira- 
tional basis. 


If, for some reason, your Church is not 
co-operating in the United Church Can- 
vass, it is still possible to co-operate by 
having a go-to-Church emphasis or a mem- 
bership drive during November. 


The important thing is to tie your 
Church, and your community, into the 
Religion in American Life campaign. 


According to The Advertising Council 
the aim of the campaign is to get people 
to attend Church. It is up to the pastor 
to carry on from that point — within the 
Church. Here indeed is a great oppor- 
tunity and we hope you will be able to 
take full advantage of it. 


For further information write: Religion 
in American Life, 214 East 21st Street, 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 
SALEM, W. VA., AUGUST 22-27, 1950 


WOMEN’S BOARD MEETING 


The Board of Directors of the Women’s 
Society of the Seventh Day Baptist Gen- 
eral Conference met at the home of Mrs. 
J. L. Skaggs on June 10, 1950, with the 


following members present: Mrs. J. L. 
Skaggs, Mrs. L. F. Hurley, Mrs. Ottis 
Swiger, Mrs. Orla Davis, Mrs. G. H. 


Trainer, Mrs. A. G. T. Brissey, Mrs. Okey 
Davis, Mrs. Rex Zwiebel, Miss Lotta Bond, 
Miss Alta Wan Horn, and Miss Greta F. 
Randolph; visitor: Miss Eva Lee Cole. 

A meditation from the June “Church 
Women” was used for the devotions. The 
Scripture read was Proverbs 29: 18. 


Mrs. Swiger gave the treasurer’s re- 
port showing the following balances: Gen- 
eral Fund, $325.88, Evangelistic Fund, 
$1,101.24. 


A letter was read from Courtland Davis 
concerning a communication from a com- 
mission of the World Council of Churches 
to Study the Life and Work of Women 
in the Church. 


Miss Eva Lee Cole was unanimously 
elected a new member of the board. 


The following recommendations of the 
Christian Culture Committee, presented 
by Miss Van Horn, were accepted: That 
the board have 1,000 small blotters with a 
cut and the Bible verse, Malachi 3: 10, pre- 
pared for distribution at Conference; that 
a statement of the purpose of the board 
be printed on a placard, and displayed 
with the board’s exhibit at Conference; 
that $50 be allowed for the preparation 
of 1,000 of each of three views of the 
college and 500 of one view of the Church; 
and that the board sponsor the project of 
selling these views at Conference, all 
profits to be turned over to the Women’s 
Board; that inquiry be made as to the cost 
of 500 leaflets, “My Economic Tempera- 
ture Chart.” 


Mrs. Brissey presented the following 
recommendations for the Peace and World 
Order Committee, which were accepted: 
That the Women’s Board of the Seventh 
Day Baptist General Conference be placed 
on the mailing list of the Motion Picture 
Association for the free services offered 
including the bulletin called “The Joint 
Estimates” of the current motion pictures; 
that a quantity of the bulletin “Screened 
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for Survival,” issued by the Citizens’ Con 
mittee for Displaced Persons, be secure 
for distribution at Conferenee; that © 
“Guide to Legislative Action” be secure 
for distribution at Conference. 

The report of the Ways and Meal 
Committee was read by Miss Greta F. Rat 
dolph and accepted as follows: 

A letter from Dr. Corliss F. Randolf 
reported that the material on “Women 
Activities — Seventh Day Baptist Denom 
nation” had been received and was sati 
factory. Since Miss Marion Burdick ' 
free after July 15 to help in Christia 
work, we recommend that she be sent 1 
Florida for 3 or 4 weeks to work in th 
Vacation Bible Schools with Rev. Eliz 
beth F. Randolph. The expense to th 
board would be $15 a week and trav 
expense, about $50. 

We recommend that the insurance f 
the trailer be obtained in Florida at a co 
of $38.50. 

We recommend that Mrs. J. L. Skag 
be sent to the Biannual Assembly of tl 
United Council of Church Women in N 
vember at Cincinnati and that the reg: 
tration fee for another person be paid. ’ 

We agree to co-operate with the gosp 
team to be sent to Woodville, Ala. 

It was voted that the bill for $15 for t! 
tract, “My First Lesson in Forgiveness 
and the bill for $5.95 for the June Nev 
Letter be paid. 

Adjourned to meet the second Suns 
in July at 2 p.m. at the home of M 
Swiger. 


Mrs. James L. Skaggs, | 
President, 
Greta F. Randolph, 
Secretary. 


(Continued from page 27) 


with Christ, as a seal of our faith, as 
confession of our faith in front of G 
and men. Superstition only: will add 
the water of baptism invisible magic for; 
of resurrection. He that neglects bapti 
innocently will not be lost. But he tl 
disdains baptism will offend the H: 
Ghost. 


If the blueprint is right, the pice \ 
take the traffic. — Clipsheet. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


The executive secretary of the Board of 
iristian Education, Rev. Ronald I. Har- 
|, Was married to Miss Barbara Kinney, 
Elgin, Neb., the bride’s home, on July 7. 


Rev. Ronald I. Hargis 


. and Mrs. Hargis were graduated this 
tring from the Hartford School of Re- 
ious Education with master’s degrees in 
ligious Education. They plan to live in 
parsonage at Hebron, which address is 
D. 2, Coudersport, Pa. 


LEARN AND SHARE 


w We Learn — 
We learn by doing. 


We develop skills and techniques of 
teaching and working together. 


We use materials and resources at hand, 
but develop and adapt them to our 
needs. 


{We broaden our horizons to include: 
new ideas, 
new ways of doing things, 


new appreciation of all people and 
their worth. 


We are a fellowship of learners. 


‘hat We Learn — 


We develop ideas adequate to meet the 
needs of our own life and times; 
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Broad enough to embrace greater truths 
as they are made known; 

Strong enough to withstand the false 
and the temporary; 

Deep enough to challenge the best in 
our children, youth, and adults. 


We are a fellowship of learners. 


We Share in Learning — 


As parents — seeking to help our chil- 
dren grow into creative adults; 

As teachers — eager to find new ways 
of guiding others; 

As children — questioning and wonder- 
ing about the great story of our uni- 
verse and its people. 

We are a fellowship of learners. 


Used with permission. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
NEWS NOTES 


By Rev. Ronald I. Hargis 


Executive Secretary, Seventh Day Baptist 
Board of Christian Education 


® The Board of Christian Education would 
appreciate it if those conducting Vacation 
Church Schools would send in information 
on the following points at the close of the 
school: (a) number of children; (b) pro- 
gram; (c) texts used; (d) leadership se- 
cured. 


® Pre-Conference Retreat, August 17-21. 
A worth-while program is being planned. 
Young people, if you are coming to Con- 
ference, don’t miss the Pre-Conference 
Retreat. 


® Sabbath school teachers, parents, super- 
intendents, don’t forget the Church School 
Training Workshop every afternoon dur- 
ing the General Conference. Keep posted 
and plan to attend. 


® Religious Drama Workshop, 
Lake, Wis., August 7-18. ; 
® World Convention on Christian Edu- 
cation, Toronto, Can., August 10-16. 

® International Workshop in Audio-Vis- 


ual Education, Green Lake, Wis., August 
28 - September 2. 


Green 
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Our Children’s Letter Exchange 


Dear Mrs. Greene: 

I have a pet puppy named Ginger. I 
am six years old. We like to go to the 
Riverside Church. 

Your friend, 
Melvin Naphaker. 
Calif. 


Dear Melvin: 


It was good to receive your letter and 
also to get so many children’s letters this 
week. 

Dogs are nice to have but I’m thinking 
we have rather too many of them in An- 
dover. Someone counted them several 
years ago and they numbered 277. Judg- 
ing by the number of dogs I see running 
through our yard almost every day there 
must be many more now. One of our 
neighbors has a black and. white puppy, 
named Pepper. When he runs away, they 
punish him by tying him up, and how he 
does bark! 


Riverside, 


Yours in Christian love, 


Mizpah S. Greene. 


Dear Mrs. Greene: 


My name is Dale Chapman. My mother 
is Bernice Brewer Chapman; maybe you 


know her. I am four years old and have 
a baby sister. I have a puppy named 
Trigger. 


Your friend, 
Dale Chapman. 
Riverside, Calif. 


Dear Dale: 


The name Bernice Brewer seems very 
familiar to me so I think I must have 
known your mother when she was a little 
girl; or perhaps she was once one of my 
Recorder children. I hope you will tell 
me when you write again, which I hope 
will be soon. 

You must love that baby sister of yours. 
I love babies, too. A baby boy sleeps in 
my guest room with his mother and father 
every night, and we all love him. This 
morning he threw his empty milk bottle 
out of the crib and I awoke with a jump 
just as the clock struck six. He made a 
pretty good alarm clock, don’t you think? 

Trigger is a fine name for a puppy. My 


THE SABBATH RECORDE 


granddaughter, Joyce, has a cute pup 
which she has named Cheko. 
Your Christian friend, 
Mizpah S. Cheon 


eg a 


Dear Mrs. Greene: 

I enjoy reading the letters on the Ch 
dren’s Page in the Sabbath Recorder, 
I thought I would write. i 

I am seven years old and I will be | 
second grade next year. I go to Sabb 
school and like it. I take piano less 
and my teacher’s name is Mrs. Rob 
Gaines. I like her very much. Our ¢ 
named Snooty had five kittens. We gi 
Mrs. Gaines two and she is enjoying the 

I have a brother thirteen years 
named David, and a sister, twelve, wh 
name is Roselyn. She takes piano less 
also and plays some on the electric orgs 
at the Church. 

I go to Christian Endeavor Saba 
afternoons. Mother is one of the teache 

Your new friend, 

Donna Jeanne Reierson. 

Albion, Wis. 


Dear Donna Jeanne: 

It does my heart good to have a ne 
Recorder friend. I do hope you will 
often. Usually I promise you I will n 
make my answers too short, but I have 
many letters this week that I'll have ro 
just that. 

As you speak of your kitty, Snooty, 
makes me think of a story I heard the oth 
day about a little girl named Grace. © 
was given a kitty which she named B 
Alice because her big sister's name 
Alice. But one night their house cau 
fire and the kitty howled so loudly tk 
she woke everybody up, and the fire v 
soon put out. So Baby Alice probat 
saved the lives of the family. The ne 
day when Grace came home from Sabba 
school where she heard how Jesus sav 
many lives, she said, “I’m going to chan 
my kitty’s name to Jesus because she sav 
our lives.” 

Yours in Christian love, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 


Dear Mrs. Greene: 

We are happy to live in Riverside a 
go to Church and Sabbath school eve 
week. I have hardly missed going sir 


| 
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CHURCH NEWS 


ARLBORO, N. J. — The year 1950 

ig with Jonathan Davis as moderator, 
1s. Ruth Cruzan, clerk, Miss Carolyn 
livis, treasurer, Mrs. Robert Gibe, pianist, 
t: Mrs. Edward Lawrence, junior super- 

Bean Miss Jean Basis is leader of 

agroup of children, ages four through 
Bible stories are told and hand- 


the Church to be used in the improve- 
Wnt fund. The money was raised by 
dividual projects. 

beautiful Easter service entitled “The 


yen. 
ork is done. 
The Helping Hand Class gave $271.36 


sen King” was under the direction of 
rs. Joseph DuBois, choir leader. The 
wers used for decoration were African 
dlets, azaleas, and geraniums. 

Miss Florence Harris has made the 
ce look beautiful especially at Christ- 
4 Easter, and Children’s Day with ever- 
teen and flower arrangements. 

The prayer meeting theme has been 
Sod’s Plan of the Ages.” Prayer meet- 
ig is being held at the Church again; it 
tis held at the homes during winter 
onths. 

‘Leadership Training in Evangelism was 
scourse of study attended by members of 
te Churches of the West district. The 
larlboro Church averaged second place 
| attendance. 

Christian Family Day was May 13. It 
as a service honoring mothers, and the 
dication of babies. The parents of the 
tbies were: Mr. and Mrs. David Shep- 
rd, parents of twin boys; Mr. and 


irs. Thomas Peterson; Mr. and Mrs. Ed- 
ard Lawrence; Mrs. John Zlobik; Mr. 
id Mrs. Rollo Davis; and Mr. and Mrs. 


e moved here. I am five years old and 
> to kindergarten. My kitten’s name is 


icky. I like to sing and to learn the 

eatitudes. 

ec Your friend, 
Nancy Withrow. 

ear Nancy: 


I enjoyed your letter but I must wait 
) answer it until next week, for I am at 
he end of my page. 

Your Christian friend, 
Mizpah S. Greene. 
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Frank Cruzan. A rosebud was presented 


to each child. 

Sermonettes for the children by our 
pastor are looked forward to each week 
by children as well as adults. 


A valentine box social was held in the 
Church basement by the young people’s 
Sabbath school class. 

The joint Communion service with the 
Shiloh Church at Marlboro, April 22, was 
a very impressive service with Rev. Lester 
G. Osborn delivering the sermon. 


Our pastor was supervisor and taught 
the seventh and eighth grades in religious 
education at the Stow Creek School. Other 
teachers from our school were Mrs. Lavinia 
Ayars, Mrs. Mary Lewis, and Mrs. Cleora 
Campbell. Pastor Burdick also attended 
the Ministers’ Conference at Indian Trails 
Camp near Milton, Wis., May 15-18, 1950. 

Electric wiring in the Church has been 
renovated costing $310. 

On May 20, the 4-H Clubs of Stow 
Creek were our guests at the worship 
service under the leadership of Joseph 
DuBois and Mrs. Herbert Dayton. The 
4-H pledge was recited in concert. Rev. 
Roland Miller, our guest speaker, spoke 
on the creed. 

The Ladies’ Aid Society hold meetings 
regularly, and are supporting the Church 
in their usual generous way. A bake sale 
was held recently at the home of Mrs. 
Jonathan Davis by the third section. 


Children’s Day was observed under the 
supervision of the superintendent of the 
primary department, Mrs. Mary Lewis. A 
fine program was given by the children 


~under the leadership of the teachers who 


are Mrs. Letha Gibe, Mrs. Alinda Davis, 
Misses Florence Harris and Katherine Law- 
ence. 


Several from our congregation attended 
the Eastern Association at Plainfield, June 
9-11, 1950. 


A fellowship supper was held in the 
Church basement in charge of the young 
people’s class. Many enjoyed the occasion. 
A bond of fellowship and ties of friend- 
ship are really felt-among young and old. 
Strawberry shortcake, salads, relishes, iced 
tea, and ice cream were served. — Ella T. 
Dolbow, Correspondent. 


NEWS IN THE WORLD OF RELIGION 
By W. W. Reid 
The Moravian Church of Great Britain has 
just joined the World Council of Churches, 
bringing the total of Churches — 
Anglican, Orthodox, and Protestant —- up to 
156 in 44 countries. 


member 


The Committee for African Students in North 
America, 
and Protestant), Africans, philanthropy, educa- 
tion, and other interests are represented, is 


in which missions (Roman Catholic 


working toward better arrangements for African 
students in North America. There are more than 
four hundred in the country now. A study of 
their situation has been made by a State Depart- 
ment official and a British Colonial Office repre- 
CASNA and the Institute of Inter- 
national Education are now seeking to finance 
three years’ full services by the institute to 
present and future African students in this 
continent. 


sentative. 


“These men and women will be 
among the future leaders of Africa in the most 
testing years of its experience,” says Dr. Emory 
Ross, African specialist of the Foreign Missions 
Conference. 


Writing from Chungking, wartime capital of 
China, Rev. F. Olin Stockwell, missionary from 
Perry, Okla., says: “We are living in difficult 
times. The American government has tried 
to retain the friendship of the Chinese govern- 
ment. . . . The one remaining link that is 
based upon an unselfish, honest desire to help 
the people of China is the Christian Church. 
Our success or failure does not depend upon 
political events, for we are not dependent upon 
the government. Our success or failure depends 
upon you and upon me, upon whether we are 
willing to continue to give and pray that all 
of us of every color and nationality may be knit 
together in one world brotherhood that super- 
sedes political and economic differences. Our 
faith is that ‘in Christ’ we are one. Certainly 
this is not the time to deny that faith.” 


NOTES FROM CONFERENCE COMMITTEES ‘ 

Again some of the committee chairmen who are preparing for the Genera 
Conference at Salem would like to remind all people planning to attend that those 
who want reservations should contact Edwin Bond; those who want assistance i 
routing should contact Bond Davis; anyone wanting special banquets shel contag 
The address of each of the above is Salem, Ww. bY, igi 


Kenneth Hulin. 


1612 Lawrence Street, 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 


PRE-CONFERENCE RETREAT 
Camp Caesar, W. Va. 
August 17-20, 1950 


CAMP HOLSTON 
Battle Creek, Mich. 
1950 
Intermediates — July 23-30 
Juniors — July 31 - August 2 — 


EE  ——— 


CONFERENCE WELCOME ADDRES 


President Lloyd D. Seager announe 
that General Conference at Salem, W. Vi 
will open at 10 a.m., EST, Tuesday, A 
gust 22, 1950. Rev. Loyal F. Hurl 
pastor of the Salem’Seventh Day Bapt 
Church, will give the address of welcom 


2S 


QUARTERLY MEETING 


The Southern Wisconsin and Chica: 
Quarterly Meeting sessions will be he 
with the Walworth, Wis., Church 
14-15, 1950. | 

Mrs. Lillian Campbell. 

Milton, Wis. ; 


RECORDER WANT ADVERTISEMENT, 


For Sale,.Help Wanted, and advertisements of @ 
nature, will be run in this column at ten cents per | 
for each insertion, minimum charge 50c. 

Cash must accompany each advertisement. 


FOR LEASE OR SALE: Small 7-head, est 
lished dairy business and general farm. Am} 
acreage for farming, gardening, and da 
expansion. A little capital desirable. Geo. 
Main, P. O. Box 3, Pomona Park, Fla. 


